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President’s Message

For those who were unable to make it to our Annual Meeting on a very snowy week, I’d just like to repeat some 
of my remarks from that meeting. Once again I have to say how impressed I am with the men who give their 
time, talent, and effort to make this organization run, and how fortunate we are to have them as members of 
MCMA. Anytime we need someone to perform a task or fill a position, not only do they answer “yes,” they ask if 
there’s anything more they can do. Members like these bode well for the future of our association.

I’d particularly like to thank our officers, trustees, past presidents, and committee chairmen, all of whom help 
make my job easier. And I of course need to thank those many members who made donations to MCMA this 
past year. Nearly half of our 2014 budget was met from the donations of 36 individuals, and we sincerely 
appreciate the generosity of these members. Thank you all. – Rich Adams

Recent Happenings

Our Annual Meeting, held once again at the Neighborhood Club in Quincy, took place on February 4, after a 
blizzard caused a postponement from the previous week. Following an invocation by Past-President Bill 
Anderson, the members enjoyed an excellent luncheon, then attended to the business of the day.

A

Minutes of the previous Quarterly Meeting were read and approved, as were the 
reports of Secretary Joyce and Treasurer Hanson. The reports of the Board of 
Government and the Finance Committee were presented by Trustees Arrowsmith 
and Lordan respectively, following which reports summarizing the 2014 activities 
of each of our other committees were presented by representatives of those 
committees. Expenditures for 2015 were authorized in the amount of $350,000. 
Additionally, it was voted to approve the applications of Mr. Paul Denaro and Mr. 
Miguel Gomez Ibenez for associate membership, and President Adams presented 
MCMA certificates of membership to several of our newer members. Also, it was 
announced that our next Triennial will be held on January 30, 2016 at the 
Millennium Bostonian Hotel, across from Faneuil Hall (details to follow). 

Lastly, the membership approved the recommendations of the Committee on 
Nominations, voting to elect for three years to the Board of Government Mr. 
Richard Ryan, Mr. Stephen Stickney, and Mr. Joseph Bellomo; for three years to the Committee of Relief Mr. 
Anthony Scalese, Mr. Richard Ryan, and Mr. James Camella; and for one year as secretary Mr. Martin Joyce, 
and as treasurer Mr. Kurt Hanson.

Helping Others

Located on a beautiful campus in Lancaster, Massachusetts, and recipient of one of our 2014 grants, is the 
Doctor Franklin Perkins School. Established in 1896 in Newton (originally as the Hillbrow School), the 
school moved to Lancaster and was renamed in the 1920s. Perkins provides year-round residential, educational, 
and day treatment for children and adolescents who struggle with a wide range of mental health diagnoses. Its 
students have intellectual capacities that fall within the normal range, but they are challenged by depression, 
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bi-polar disorder, Asperger’s Syndrome, attention-
deficit hyperactivity disorder, and other diagnoses. 
Perkins serves several hundred children and 
adolescents and their families annually from across 
the Commonwealth.

Many of Perkins’ students are a grade level or two 
behind when they come to the school, though they 
test either at or above normal IQ levels. At least in 
part, this is due to their previous learning 
environment(s), wherein emotional, behavioral, and 
psychiatric problems are often mistaken for lack of 
ability or mental deficiency. Perkins’ quest is to 
ensure that children are learning at their required 

grade level, and to prepare and equip them for a successful return to a traditional classroom setting. (On 
average, the school is able to accomplish this in just two years.) 

In 2013 Perkins introduced iPad technologies into their classrooms, equipping every student (and content 
teacher) with an iPad tablet, and the results have been extremely positive. Tablet technology provides a 

platform for active student engagement, participation in groups, 
and opportunities for frequent interaction and feedback. 
Educators report increased engagement, participation ,and 
performance, and a decrease in the frustration level of students. 
Our grant enabled the school to extend the iPad concept to their 
Occupational and Speech Therapy departments, where the devices 
(and relevant “apps”) will go far in assisting with students’ fine 
motor skills deficits and aid in speech remediation. We were 
particularly impressed that Perkins planned extensively for their 
iPad program and is constantly learning how to get the most 
benefit from the technology. And they generously share their 
knowledge and experience with other schools and programs to the 
benefit of many other children in need.

MCMA Present …

Most of us know him for his past service to MCMA as president, his association with Forest Hills Cemetery, and 
as the man who opens our Quarterly Meetings with his (always thoughtful, often moving) invocations. But 
there is much more to Erling A. (“Bud”) Hanson, Jr. 

Born and raised in Jamaica Plain, Bud is a graduate of Boston Latin School, and received 
his bachelor’s degree in physical sciences from Harvard College. After college, he entered 
the family business, Hanson Contracting Company, and became president of the company 
upon the retirement of his father. The company did extensive remodeling and renovation 
work throughout greater Boston, employing as many as 24 carpenters and painters. 
Church work was a major part of its business, including an extensive reconstruction of 
historic Trinity Church in Boston following damage to the building caused by the 
construction of the adjacent John Hancock Tower. The company also completed work on 
many other historic properties on Beacon Hill and in surrounding communities. 
Concurrently, Bud established Pre-Purchase Inspection Services, which conducted 
inspections of residential and commercial properties for prospective buyers. He was a member of the American 
Society of Home Inspectors.  In 1988, Bud left the construction business to become president and chief 
operating officer of the historic Forest Hills Cemetery. Bud took well to this new career, and in 1995 was elected 
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as a director of the New England Cemetery Association, later becoming its president. He retired from Forest 
Hills Cemetery in 2003 and has continued as a trustee of the cemetery, now serving as chairman of the board.  

Bud and his wife, Betty, moved to Dedham in 1963, where Bud served as chairman of both the School 
Committee and the School Building Needs Committee. Additionally, he was active as a trustee of the Faulkner 
Hospital, serving on its board for over 40 years, followed by three years on the board of Brigham & Women’s 
Hospital, part of Partners Healthcare. For over 20 years, he served on the board of the Roxbury-Highland 
Cooperative Bank. He currently serves on the board of the Roxbury Home for Aged Women/Sophia Snow 
House. This organization, for which Bud once served as chairman, provides quality housing and care for over 
100 local seniors in Boston. Over the years, Bud has also been very active with Lions Clubs International, 
serving in several leadership positions with that organization, including as district governor.  

Bud has always been civic-minded and committed to serving others. In the early 1960s, he was actively engaged 
in the civil rights movement and participated in the final days of the Rev. Martin Luther King March from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama.  

Both Bud and Betty are dedicated to their Christian faith, and are active in their local Congregational Church. 
They enjoy travel, and have visited multiple countries in Europe and Asia, as well as the Americas.

Bud became a proud member of MCMA in 1971, sponsored by his father, Erling A. Hanson. Bud has since 
sponsored his sons, Bruce and Kurt, and more recently, his grandson, Jonathan, into membership. He has 
served the association in several roles over the years, including as our 61st president from 1989 to 1992. He 
had the blessing of passing the Revere snuffbox to his lifelong friend, Almon (Al) Bridges, who succeeded 
him as president. Bud also chaired the Bicentennial Committee that planned our 1995 celebration of MCMA’s 
200th birthday.

Bud Hanson has much for which to be proud, but he insists his foremost blessings are his wife, Betty, his three 
children, Bruce, Kurt, and Heidi, his nine grandchildren, and his one great grandchild, Grace Elizabeth.

… and MCMA History

We thank History Committee Chairman Peter Lemonias for providing the research from which this article is 
excerpted. Once again, it involves the first president of our association, Mr. Paul Revere, and it begins on the 
night of April 18, 1775. That was the night on which Revere was to ride to Lexington to warn Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock that the Redcoats were en route to arrest them. Before the ride could begin, however, Revere 
had to quietly make his way across the harbor from the North End to Charlestown. The harbor at that time was 
populated with British warships, of course, one of which was the 70-gun ship of the line H.M.S. Somerset, a 
veteran of the French and Indian War and the 1759 capture of Quebec that gave the British control of Canada. 
Revere had to pass closely by the Somerset, and if her lookouts had been more alert, the events of the next day 
might have been seriously altered. The crossing was recalled many years later by Longfellow in his famous poem 
“The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” as follows:

A

Then he said “Good-night!” and with muffled oar
Silently rowed to the Charlestown shore,
Just as the moon rose over the bay,
Where swinging wide at her moorings lay
The Somerset, British man-of-war;
A phantom ship, with each mast and spar
Across the moon like a prison bar,
And a huge black hulk, that was magnified
By its own reflection in the tide.
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Above is the British 
ship HMS Somerset 
in a c. 1970 painting 
by Spencer Parry 
Kennard. Below is a 
2010 photo of the 
timber remains of 
the ship, which ran 
aground on Peaked 
Hill Bars near the 
tip of Cape Cod on 
Nov. 2, 1778.

The following day, her guns 
prevented the colonial militias 
from following the retreating 
British troops into Charlestown. 
And Somerset, serving as the 
flagship of Admiral Samuel 
Graves, would take part a mere 
two months later in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill, as it protected 
British troops being ferried to the 
Charlestown shore. It attempted 
also to bombard the militia atop 
the hill, but the bombardment 
was ineffective because the guns 
could not be elevated sufficiently 
to reach the hilltop.

In 1778 the Somerset was 
pursuing a group of French ships 

near Provincetown during a gale, when she ran aground on 
Peaked Hill Bars at the tip of Cape Cod. Twenty-one of her crew 
were lost in the wreck, while the captain and 400 surviving 
officers and crew were captured. Much of its armaments were 
salvaged, including eleven 18-pound and five 9-pound cannon and 
powder that were turned over to … now-Colonel Paul Revere, who 
used the guns to fortify Castle William (on what is now Castle 
Island) guarding Boston Harbor.

Severe storms later broke up the remains of the Somerset and 
moved them closer to shore. Today only about 10% of the wreck 
remains, and it rests under tons of sand, though its timbers have occasionally poked through to the surface at a 
place called Dead Man’s Hollow, not far from the Highland Lighthouse.

… and MCMA Miscellany

Among our Original Members was the housewright Amos Lincoln. Though better known for his participation 
in the Boston Tea Party, Amos also took part in the Battle of Bunker Hill as a private, and soon rose in rank to 
command a company in the Massachusetts State Artillery. He married Paul Revere’s daughter (by Revere’s first 
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marriage) Deborah, with whom he had nine children. 
After Deborah’s death, he married Revere’s daughter 
(by Revere’s second marriage) Elizabeth, with whom 
he had five children. Amos’ brother Jedediah 
Lincoln, also a housewright, and also an Original 
Member of MCMA, also married a daughter of Revere 
(Mary … Elizabeth’s sister). And Amos’ grandson, 
Frederick W. Lincoln Jr., would become mayor of 
Boston, and the 17th president of MCMA. And to 
squeeze two more Lincolns into one paragraph, Amos 
was the great-great-grandson of Samuel Lincoln, who 
settled in Hingham in 1637, and from whom was also 
directly descended President of the United States 
Abraham Lincoln. “The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor” (Currier & Ives, 1846)
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